
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



58 yournal of American Folk-Lore. 

Arcadian Religion. — In a very interesting article, " In Arkadia " 
(Cath. Univ. Bull., vol. vi. 1900, pp. 525-541), Mr. Daniel Quinn writes of 
the ancient and modern characteristics of this region of the Peloponnesus. 
The following passage (p. 539) is worth reproducing here : " The Arkadian 
of to-day, like his ancestors, is religious, — more religious than good. He 
delights in feasts, and in the 'panegyrics,' or occasions of dancing, sing- 
ing, and eating, that accompany church celebrations. Every mountain-top 
is crowned with a chapel, and has its analogous feast-day, when all the 
inhabitants of the village to which the mountain belongs ascend to the 
little plateau round the chapel, many of them dressed in mountain costumes 
of kilt and fez, where they first hear Mass, and then amuse themselves in 
lively songs and vigorous dances, and in feastings, in which roast lamb and 
resined wine play the chief role. It is also common to build chapels near 
springs of cool water. These latter chapels are often sacred to the 
Madonna, under the title of Zoodochos pege, or 'the Fountain that contains 
the Life-Giver,' referring to the Blessed Virgin as Mother of God, while 
the chapels on mountain-tops are usually dedicated to the prophet Elias or 
to the Ascension of Our Lord." An excessively modern element in this 
environment reveals itself in the practice the natives have of killing and 
catching the beautiful speckled trout of the mountain torrents by explod- 
ing dynamite. How the old lingers on may be judged from another fact 
that " even in the last century, the inhabitants rarely, and most of them 
never, visited those villages distant only a walk of two hours." 

Folk-Lore of the Number Seven. — In a paper read before the Ger- 
man Anthropological Society at Halle in September, 1900, on " Die Sie- 
benzahl im Geistesleben der Volker " (Corrbl., xxxi. pp. 96-98), Dr. von 
Andrian traces " the evil seven " of German folk-lore back to the " seven 
evil spirits " of the ancient Babylonians. According to Dr. von Andrian 
these people had "the cult of seven" more highly developed than any 
other so far known, and it is from them that " seven-lore " has traveled into 
all parts of Europe and into many regions of Asia and Africa. The Baby- 
lonians had : Seven planets, seven star-pairs, seven regions of the world, 
seven rivers, seven winds, seven mountains and seas (about Aralu), seven 
gates of the lower world, seven tones, the seven-headed cosmic snake, the 
seven-day week, etc. The " cult of seven " appears to be weakest nowa- 
days among the North and South Slavs, the Roumanians, the modern 
Greeks, and the Albanians. Probably the author sees more Babylonian 
influence in this matter than has really been at work. 

Trees struck by Lightning. — In connection with the Kentucky 
belief that " locust trees are more often struck by lightning than any oth- 
ers," reference may be made to the discussion of this subject by Karl Mul- 
lenhoff in his " Die Natur im Volksmunde " (Berlin, 1898). Says the 
author (p. 71): "The old popular idea that the lightning had a predilec- 
tion for certain trees has quite recently been confirmed by careful observa- 
tions. The statistics of eleven years in Lippe show that, although seven 



